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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

NOV 1 5 2006 



PATENT10277 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of ) 
Paul C. Giilettd ) 
Thomas G. Majewicz ) 



Filed: April 13. 2004 

For: Raw Cotton LIntsrs Composition, Method 
Of Making, and Ub«« Theroof 



MAIL STOP: Amendment 
Commissioner For Patents 
POBox 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENT FOR RESTRICTION 



Pursuant to the Restriction Requirement imposed in the Official Action dated 
September 15, 2006, Applicants provisionally elect claims of Group III i.e., claims 41- 
96 for continued prosecution herein. 

Gaims 1-96 are present In the above-Identified application and have been 
subjected to restriction under 35 USC §121. Specifically, the Office Action avere that 
the following Inventions are present In the claims: 



Aijun C. Sau 



Group Art Unit: 1623 



Serial No.: 10/822,926 



Examiner Everett White 



Sir 
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Group 1 , claims 1 -22 or drawn to a composition comprising a loose mass of 
comminuted raw cotton linter fibers, classified in class 162, subclass 96; 

Group II, claims 23-40 drawn to a process of making a composition 
comprising a loose mass of comminuted raw cotton llntere. clasfilfied in class 162, 
subclass 194 plus; 

Group III, claims 41-96 drawn to a process making an ether derivative, 
classified in class 536. subclass 124. 

It Is the Examiner's position that the inventions listed in Group 1, ||, and III are 
distinct from each other 

In response to the Examiner's requirement for restriction, Applicants 
provisionally elect to prosecute the subject matter of Group III, claims 41-98. 

Since the Applicants have provisionally elected Group til, the Office Acfion 
requires that an Election of Species is required. 

Appllcante hereby elect (a) carboxymethylceilulose (CMC) as the cellulose 
species for prosecution on the merits. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claims 41-50, 56-66 and 94-98 are all 
claims which ane readable upon the elected cellulosic species. 

Applicants hereby resen/e the right under 35 (JSC §121 to file one or more 
divisional applications directed to the non-elected claims contained in this 
specification. 

This response is accompanied by a Petition for Extension of Time, extending 
the period of response until November 1 5. 2008. 
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In view of the foregoing, an examination on the merits of the elected claims at 
an early date is earnestly solicited. 



Hercules Incorporated 
Intellectual Property Section 
Hercules Plaza 
Wilmington, DE 19894-0001 

Agent's Phone: (302) 594-6953 

November 15, 2006 

ejvan.trm 




Robert CFlMrtn O'Brien 
Attorney fQfApplicant(8} 
Reg. No. 35,629 
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